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to spin. The moment they gave up the charkha, they also gave up their dharma.
If they wanted to free India, they should use the charkha. They could not
banish poverty from their land until they took to charkha. By becoming
swadeshi he meant using pure swadeshi and not mill-made yarn. In their
national schools weaving and spinning was taught. When civil disobedience
would be launched every student in the Punjab should regard it his duty to
dress himself in khaddar.
Lalaji had asked him to speak a few words to the students. He wanted
to remind the students of the Punjab that they had been forced to salute the
the Union Jack. They were made to march 18 miles a day. All sorts of insults
were heaped on them during martial law. They should consider it haraam1
to use foreign yarn. They should take to charkha and kargha.
After Mahatma Gandhi had finished, Lala Lajpat Rai thanked Mahatmaji
for the trouble he had taken in coming over to them and addressing them.
The Hindu, 19-11-1921
178.   NOTES
A PLEA FOR SPINNING
A determined opposition was put up against the conditions
regarding swadeshi that were laid down in the civil disobedience
resolution passed by the All-India Congress Committee at Delhi.
It was directed against two requirements, namely that the civil
resister offering resistance in terms of that resolution was bound
to know hand-spinning and use only hand-spun and hand-woven
khadi; and that in the event of a district or tahsil offering civil dis-
obedience en masse the district or the tahsil concerned must manu-
facture its own yarn and cloth by the hand. The opposition be-
trayed woeful ignorance of the importance of hand-spinning. No-
thing but hand-spinning can banish pauperism from the land. Pau-
pers cannot become willing sufferers. They have never known the
pain of plenty to appreciate the happiness of voluntarily suffer-
ing hunger or other bodily discomfort. Swaraj for them can only
mean ability to support themselves without begging. To awaken
among them a feeling of discontent with their lot without providing
them with the means of removing the cause thereof is to court
certain destruction, anarchy, outrage and plunder in which they
themselves will be the chief victims. Hand-spinning alone can
possibly supply them with supplementary and additional earnings.
Hand-weaving for many and carding for a limited number
i Sinful